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A new Dijcovery of an Old Traveller lately 
Arrived from PORT-DUL. © 


ſation like that of the Ifſe of Pynes or O-Brazite, the af- 

fects only ol a Witty Author to ſupply the Indigency 

of his Pocket ( or of a good invention) nor amuze you 
with deluſions and fi tions, but entertain you with real truths. 
CAnd it Ido err) it ihall be no more then uſt to maintain the 
right and Priveledg of a Travellor. 

This antient Colony called PORT-DUL, after $8. 
Months too and fro withVariety of Weather which is uſual ar 
Sea, we arived at. But becaufeT will nothe tedious in my dit- 
courſe, | ſhall omit thoſe ſeveral occaſions that made me under: 
zakethis Long Voyage and melancholly retirement. 

When we firſt made this Country, 1t appeared with all the 
promiſing content immaginable, which fel our hopes that we 
might reap what men do when they £0 to leck their Fortunes. 

So after coming to an Anchor, wewcnt a Shore where we 
were very civily received by the Mr. Degard with a more 
then vſ:al Complement, which made me have a very high 
ſtem of my new Habitation, and bcing come to the Principat 
Town after kaving paid the duries and Cuftomes of the Place, 
we went to our Inn, where the firft night I did uot fo well ob-- 
ferve the Carriage and depo, tment cf the People, nor fore 
time after, to long as my inoney lafted, but that being gone; 
and vaſtly diſtanc from any Friend (not hearing from any ior 
feme Moneths,l found the fad citeRs of milerable wint) but a.- 
ter a long encqunter with Pernitious Penury, vith lore Liege 
AZ nei 


Ountry-men,I co not here expoſe to your view, a Re- 


2] 
help I began to get the upper hand of him, and having ain'd a 
Iictle breath, conſuſted how to defend my {el againſt him for 
the future, which by care,and having begot ome handſome ac- 
guaintance in the Country, where | was 11 tifterentiy beloved, 
(1 pretty well made good) for our Vellel being of a great bur: 
then, and the Waters beins low, ani] the W nds crols and tem- 
peftuous, we could by no means depart, whereas leTer could, 
' nor did we for two years and upwards, fo that I wov!d adyiis 
thoſe that intend this Voy.oe, to | rovide themielyes with 
fra) | Bottoms for fear they meet. rb our Fortune, | 
Now having leafure enougl the time of my refiiling here, to 
obſervethe Country, [ think it notamitls to give ſome account | 
of 1t, 

The Climate is very temperate , not ſo hot in Summer nor 
cold in Winter as in England, but the Air is notſo ſerene and 
tweet by far, there many times arifting unſayory ſmells and 
{ents which are unglenrng and offenfive. 

The Country is naturally Barren, and affords little or no- 
thing fit for the Lite of man, bit however that want is well ſup- 
plied by the eare and management of the Commi.{ary General, 
and a Carravan of provifions brought in copſtantly by an OE. 
ficer call-d the runing Poſt not that heis fo called from the 
{\wiftnels of 11s motion, but theco! nftancy} arrivins daily with 
tupplysfrom a greatPrince { whoſe Countr ſuccours this) for 
which they only do Homage,a very ea{y acknowledsment;for 
fo vaſt a bencfit, But the Government of theſe Princes chang- 
ing ycarly, occalions many times great ſtraights mono the 
people, for it is at the diſcretion of this WT er Potentate, 
whether he will relieve them or not © though that was never 
yct known | but ſometimes it happens they do it ery } ſpares 
Ngy, as in the year 1673. at my arrival there the chivs Prince, 
for 1 hatreafon whether the Peop le were remi{s in their ob- 
{:rva 2Ce, or had negleRed their refoeRs to his Ofticers of 
are,  cannnot tell. bur Ido ailure ou their wants ware at 
:hat Cepree , they very much dread-d a Famine; but the 
Wicr imputed it as heing more probable to his being a For- 
retgner, but from what part of the World he carac,I could 
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never certa Lin! y learn, yet the Pcopl- did aSrce in general, 
that 3n perſon anc APPoA! rance he was much ite thoſe people 
that OT vt in and about Dixes Place Londen however he was 
2 ood Magiſtrate, and ave e heard him highly Sag -q 
70t his ejo1 'UCRCE; but above ail for his juftice-in io m ucht thatit 
be. ame a proverb amongſt them (he had been weiphed in the 
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{10 Yards he arrer end of 93, the Clo! GW; as difhpated. 


Wy 2a © Bright SUN of Comfort, in tne Peric n Gt that worthy 
Senator whoſe Honour and mind was equal 0 his imploy,who 
cauled fuch an aiteration 1n the peoples Faces, that thoſe that 
had been fix moneths abſentwere at firſt fight affraid theCoun- 
try had been fſurprized by the Dutch they 1 were all grownfſuch 
brave chuFng Fellows. 

But as this ;  orihies time of governing expired, how the 
poor peoples tears increaſed (not knowing ) for it was poſſible 
though not probable, it might fall upon a Arranger again. For 
though they rule W ell, they donot feed well, which does not 
tall: agree with thele peoples Conſtitutions, for though the 
Air be not {o clear as in other places, it generally procures 
$950Gd Stomachs. 

But that f6on vanih'd when they underſt >6d it continued in 

a perſon whoſe endowments both of Body and Mind were not 
inferiour to the former whoſe ſteps is hoped will be truely rrod 
bY: their li C:1OTS,fOr thoughthey FH utdothen Nzyct th: V 

na equatEnem, and Pur rchafe to ti.emletve claſting Honour *7 

The Commodit,s ofthis Corntrs are very inconliderable, 
and not vorth fetching, the Chief be tg iron, Wood, Stone, 


ana On thc top SO; the Mountains excel tent t fine Lead, ue the 


Ganger ana < arge 1n gctting it, makes them altogether Celift. 
That which {eeracd 'z wonder to m e, Was, that there being 
little ornor: aln ,» the Country was ſo well watred, all the 
time of my heing there, not mecting with fix ſhowers; and 
thote ſo {mil!, that if 1 had been at the furthe r part of the Co- 
lonv,I might have got home betforc I had been wet to the kin. 
T he Snow never fails here, for that alw ays happening with a 
North 
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North-Eaſt Wind, the Mountains are fo ranged on that fide 


the Country, Canopy-like (that it falls quite over) which 
makes, it very delightful to the beholder. Ea 

Another thing I greatly adinired at, was to ind fo many In- 
genious men and excellent artiſts (where there was {o-little ins 
couragment for induſtry and parts : tor men teldome or never 
cet Eſtates there, the only trades I found thrive being Coblers 
and Botchers. the reaſon ſappoled,1s becaute they do not much 
follow the faſhions, nor make new Clothes, | 

The People in general are of a good difpolition, and extream 
civil to ftransers, but if you come. to mhablt thete, they are 
more churliſh till they are better acquainted with you, 
tor they imagine you come to eat the Bred out of their 
mouths, 

The men are of a comely Proportion and Behaviour, and 
many of then well edvcated. 

The Women for the moſt part old or ugly, which is the 
reaſon fo many men return homecontrary to their inclinations, 


' virtuous, but they make generally good Nurſes, and are fo oþ- 


liging ro their Charge, that I have known the poor patient 
when recovered {though toan old Woman , hath beitowed 
part 9i his reſtored nature upon her 'n requital ) notwith- 
ſtanding the Laws of this Country are as {eyere againſt offen- 
cers of this kind, as in N-w-Enclast, yet the Prucince 
of the Magiſtrates is ſuch , conſiderins thMgFunerils 
more familiarly happen then Chriſtnings and Marriaces, 
connire at it not only tor the peopling their Cuuniry, but 
their on conveniency. 

Their Laws are excellently good and well managed , the 
People beings keptin very great order, and obſe,vance of t:eir 
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- luperiours, and though their Laws are fridt, Inever knew of 


heard that any ofiender was puniſhe with Death, for ifany Je- 
mean themſelves there, at the rate of a crimina}, they b- 

them to a piace called # ca to theNorthward 0: t..15 Colo- 
ny, beinfa pecalier r<c-ption for MalefaFors, and next itep fo 
G+gorht, where if they : fcape with Life, their Reputacion 15 
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utterly loſt, it beingequally a Scandal there as Newgate here. 
The Government [ cannot properly call Monarchical, 


though there is a ſupertourMagiftrate who is called the Chict 


Preſence, who by his own Authority doth order and difpole 
at diſcretion, as to the care and fatety of the Country, re- 


fating to Military matters. yet as to the Civil concerns there 
is jovned with him nine others, called Repreſentatives, who 


are choſen by the People, andfhare in the government with 
him, but thele are not laſting, and once in a certain time they 
cheoſe new ones, which occaſions great Mrrth and Feafting, 
the time of chooſing being not only known to the Natives 
who make extraordinary preparations, but to the parts adja- 
cent, whoſe Principal inhabitants retort thither as to a Wake 
or Fair, the day being come, the greateſt part of it is ſpent 
in chooſing their Repreſentatives, which being done, (for the 
great Ceremony tis pertormed by Torch Light) orders are gi- 
yen forthwith to the Commiſſary- General, the two Mr, 
De Garyds and' others tro command the Souldiers to 
their Armes, whichbeing done, they arc ranged on both ſides 


- 


the Streets from theCommiliaryGenerals Quarters to the puh- 


lick Hall or Place of Juſtice, where all controverſies and dif- 


ferences betwixt man and man aredccided,and all otherCourts 
relating to the Feople are kept (which is a moſt Rately build- 
ing and fpatious, but I think it ſomewhat lefs then that at 
IVejtinin ter,) things beieg thus prepared, they proceed by the 


light of vaſt numbers of Torches ( which is thus) firſt the 


Servants of the Repreſentatives, next the Domeſticks of the 
chief Preſence, next publick Officers,then the Repreſentatives 


and chief Preſence, and after him Gentlemen and Ladies, who. 
being orderly ſet, all other perſons according to their degrees. 


are placed, where they are entertained with a very coſtly lup- 
per, after whick a woſt Magnificent Banquet with great plen- 
ty of all things, the complement over, the chief Prefence and 
Repreſentatives repair home, The meaner ſort either at tho 
Conduits which run all that Evening with wine, or at ſonie 6- 
ther publique place on purpoſe prepared for them, are drink- 
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ing tkeir Superiours Healchs, for no man unlets he will himſelf 
goes without his Belly full of Wine that Night, and his head 
too for the moſt part, therefore you muſt have a care you ar® 
not late ont of your Lodging, for the chief Preſence and Re: 
prefentatives being gone,and the Torches extinguiſhed;elpeci- 
ally if it happen to be a dars. Night, <lſe you may chance to 


break your Face by ſtumblingoyer one of theſe devout Bac- 


chunaleans, 


This being over, the next Morning great care is taken to 


ſee all thingsin order, andevery man commanded to his pro- 
per Bulinels, 

Let this account at preſent {ufnce, 'tis defigned in a ſhort 
Lime fo vive 2 fuller Retation. 

In the mean while,for all ſuch as aredefisous to go this Voy 
aze, there ſhall be offices erected to give (atisfaFion to thoſe 
who come of which you may expert an Information very 
ipeedily 1 P 2 '{.obans /rre lice: 67. 
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